WINE COMPETITION AT THE FAIR
New push under way for an old industry

WHAT’S THE
REASON? GRAPES
ARE IN SEASON

Missouri was one of the
top wine producars
before Prohibition; some
say it can happen again,
By MARTHA ZIRSCHKY
Specis to The St
fier  wioneérs are an-
nounced in the first an-
nual  Missouri  ‘Wine
Competition tonight at the
Platte County Fair, wine aficio-
nados will have a treat in store.
Samples of the award-win-
ning wines will be available for
tasting at a fundrising event
following the 8 p.m. awards cer-
MOy,

Platte County University of
Missouri  Extension  Council,

of the competition.
“There is a fabulous opportuni-
ty for Plaite County growers
who want to explore specialty
crops. As a crop, grapes will
make more money per acre

Scott Pirtle, right planted an elght-acre vineyard of St. Vin-
cent grapes nine years ago. His family’s Pirtle Winery in
‘Weston, the only registered winery In Platte County, Is one of
13 in the state that entered the first Platte County University
of Missourl Extensien Council wine competition.
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planted a one-acre vineyard in
‘Weston. It is a test vineyard, he
said, o determine the best
rapes for the soil and climaie
include Norton, Chambourcin,
StVincent, Chardonal and Tra-
minette. This year, he rates
Norton as his number-one va-
riety, followed by a tie between
Chambourcin and Traminette,
then StVincent and Chardonel
coming in fourth.

souri wine must be by state
standards made from 85 per-
cent Missouri. fruit. Amythi
less is labeled “American,” i
cating grapes from another
source.
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WINE: Grapes, wine products
touted as state growth industry
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"It was a serious competi-
tion,” Pete Fullerton, execu-
tive director of the Platte

the
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~country

wum Pirtles have an eight-
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Show. Wines not otherwise rec-
ognized received an honomble
ﬁﬁuu designation, Stacey
Pirtle’s, Platte County's only
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WINE: State was once among top

and an art — | some luck
thrown in. This year, everything
is *in symc” Scott Pirtle said, in=
cluding soil, water and weather,
a sense of place.

“It is the best year we have
had,"h;t.l.iaid."Wh:eismdenn

vines, on five acres, The Gerkes




